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Biographical Note
Peter Andrew Herbut (1912-1976) was born in the Edson Province of Alberta, Canada on July 6,
1912.  He received his MD and CM (a graduate medical degree) from the Medical School of
McGill University in 1937.  Dr. Herbut originally planned to pursue a career in surgery but his
interest in pathology brought him to the Medical College of Virginia where he accepted a
residency appointment in the Surgical Pathology Laboratory in 1938.  The following year Dr.
Herbut met Virgil Moon, Professor of Pathology at Jefferson Medical College, during a meeting
of the American Association of Pathologists and Bacteriologists at the Medical College of
Virginia.  Dr. Moon recognized Herbut's talents and offered him an appointment as Assistant
Demonstrator of Pathology at Jefferson Medical College.  Herbut arrived at Jefferson in 1939 and
rose swiftly through the ranks, becoming Associate Professor in 1945 and Assistant Professor in
1947.  Upon Virgil Moon's retirement in 1948, Dr. Herbut was made Professor of Pathology and
Chair of the department.

With his election as Chairman of the Executive Faculty in 1956, Dr. Herbut began to distinguish
himself in the guidance of Jefferson's development programs.  After serving in this capacity for
nine years Dr. Herbut succeeded William Bodine to the Presidency of Jefferson Medical College
(1966).  This was the first time in Jefferson's history that a faculty member had advanced to the
Presidency.  Though Herbut played down his role in the changes that occurred at Jefferson during
the course of his career, he singled out, with particular pride, the creation of Thomas Jefferson
University as a personal accomplishment.  Fittingly, with the achievement of University status
in 1969, Dr. Herbut became the first President of Thomas Jefferson University.  He held this
position until his untimely death in 1976.

During his first nine years at Jefferson Dr. Herbut published 75 articles (his curriculum vitae lists
a total of 104.)  His first textbook, Surgical Pathology, was published in 1948 and was reissued
in a second edition.  This was succeeded by Urological Pathology (1952), which was also
published in a Spanish translation, Pathology (1955), which had a second edition, and
Gynecological and Obstetrical Pathology (1958).

Scope and Contents
The collection consists of addresses, correspondence, certificates, printed matter and other
personal materials collected by Peter Andrew Herbut, MD, documenting his career at Jefferson
Medical College as pathologist and professor (ca. 1939-1966), Chairman of the Executive Faculty
(1956-1995) and as President (1966-1976).  The bulk of the collection is bound in 34 volumes
personally prepared by Dr. Herbut.  The collection also includes death notices and other
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necrology material, manuscripts from Dr.Herbut's avocational research on the lives and works of
classical composers, as well as signed copies of three of his pathology textbooks.

Organization and Arrangement
I. Bound volumes (Boxes 1-9)
34 bound volumes of personal papers as prepared by Dr. Herbut.  The volumes, each of which
includes a general list of contents, are organized around specific subject areas.

II. Textbooks, 1952-1959 (Box 10)
Signed copies of Dr. Herbut's textbooks Urological Pathology (2 v., 1952), Gynecological and
Obstetrical Pathology (1953), and Pathology (2nd ed., 1959).

III. Addresses, 1960-1979 (Box 11)
Speaker's notes on index cards from a wide variety of public speaking engagements that Dr.
Herbut delivered, predominately in his role as President of Jefferson Medical College and
Thomas Jefferson University.  Arranged in chronological order.

IV. Events & Ephemera, 1936-1974 (Box 12)
Arranged in alphabetical orderby subject headings.

V.  Necrology, 1976-1979 (Box 12)

VI. Certificates, 1942-1974 (Box 12)
Arranged in chronological order.

VII. Pathology Slides and Lecture Notes (Box 13)
[unprocessed]

Related materials

UA-CORP 031 - Records of the President's Office
UA-CORP 031 contains the official University files of President Herbut at the time of his death.
To a large extent, they replicate materials in MS 21, but they also contain materials not
reproduced in the bound volumes.  Like MS 21, the President's Office records also include
documentation of Dr. Herbut's career before becoming President.  A finding aid with contents list
at the folder-level is available.
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Container List

I. Bound volumes
1 V. 1-4 and index
2 V. 5-8
3 V. 9-12
4 V. 13-16
5 V. 17-20
6 V. 21-23
7 V. 24-26
8 V. 27-29
9 V. 30-34

Alphabetical subject index to bound volumes

NOTE: The following alphabetical subject index was compiled primarily from subject headings
created by Dr. Herbut and listed in the Table of Contents at the beginning of each volume.
Additional cross-references have been added as appropriate.

Accelerated Penn State-Jefferson Program, V. 14
Administration, Thomas Jefferson University, V. 12
Affiliation, College of Nursing of the Crozer Foundation, V. 18
Affiliation, Franklin Institute, V. 18
Affiliation, Magee Memorial Hospital, V. 20
Affiliation, Pennsylvania Hospital, V. 20
Affiliation, Pennsylvania State University, V. 7, V. 14
Affiliation, Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science, V. 20
Affiliation, Wills Eye Hospital, V. 18
Affiliations, Thomas Jefferson University, V. 19
Affiliations, V. 28, 30, 32
Agreement, V. 19
Alumnae - Medical Technology, V. 16
Alumni, Gross Clinic Negotiations, V. 32
Alumni, Jefferson Medical College, V. 17
Alumni, V. 29, 30
American Association of University Professors, V. 14
Appointment - Elizabeth Storck Kraemer Memorial Foundation, V. 2
Appointment - Jefferson Medical College, Director of Clinical Laboratories, V. 2
Appointment - Jefferson Medical College, Professor of Pathology and Head of the Department,

V. 2
Appointment - Jefferson Medical College, V. 2
Appointment - Methodist Hospital, Director of Pathology, V. 2
Appointment - Thomas Jefferson University, President, V. 3
Betz, Mr. & Mrs. L. Drew, V. 9
Board of Trustees, Thomas Jefferson University, V. 11
Board of Trustees, V. 29, 30, 32
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Cardeza Foundation (Charlotte Drake Cardeza), V. 25
Cardiac Care Unit, Opening of, V. 16
Chairman of Executive Faculty, V. 2
Children's Heart Hospital, Merger, V. 17
College of Allied Health Sciences, V. 10
College of Allied Health Sciences, V. 30, 32
College of Dental Medicine, V. 27, 28
College of Graduate Studies, V. 9
College of Nursing of the Crozer Foundation, Affiliation, V. 18
Commencement, V. 15, 29, 30, 33
Commission on Higher Education, Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools,

V. 10
Committee, Expansion and Development, V. 22
Committee, Hospital Survey, V. 24
Committee, Master Planning, V. 23
Committee, Master Planning. Report, Dec. 1972, V. 23
Committee, Senior Officer Planning, V. 22
Commonwealth Fund, V. 25
Composers, Lives of, V. 6
Contract, Lea & Febiger, V. 2
Creation of Thomas Jefferson University, V7, 8
Curriculum Vitae, V. 1, 2
Daniel Baugh Institute of Anatomy, V. 24
Dedication, D. Hays Solis-Cohen Auditorium, V. 16
Dedication, Helipad on top of Foerderer Pavilion, V. 16
Dedication, New Nurseries, V. 16
Dedication, Scott Building, V. 16
Dedications, V. 29, 30, 33
Delaware Institute of Medical Education and Research, V. 19
Dentistry, V. 30, 32
Drexel University, V. 19
Edison Bldg., V. 24
Elizabeth Storck Kraemer Memorial Foundation, V. 2
Expansion and Development Committee, V. 22
Faculty and Medical Staff, V. 13
Falk, Mrs. Ralph (Marian), V. 17
Falk, Ralph, Class of 1907 (founder of Baxter Laboratories), V. 17
Fels Fund (Samuel S. Fels), V. 25
Foerderer Foundation (Percival E. and Ethel Brown Foerderer), V. 25
Foerderer Pavilion, Dedication of Helipad, V. 16
Foundation, Andrew W. Mellon, V. 26
Foundation, Charlotte Drake Cardeza, V. 25
Foundation, John A. Hartford, Inc., V. 25
Foundation, John And Mary Markle, V. 26
Foundation, Mr. and Mrs. Seymour M. Heilbron and Billy Rose, V. 25
Foundation, Percival E. and Ethel Brown Foerderer, V. 25
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Foundation, Robert Wood Johnson, V. 26
Foundation, Smith Kline & French, V. 26
Foundations, V. 29, 31, 33
Franklin Institute, Affiliation with, V. 18
Fund, Commonwealth, V. 25
Fund, Samuel S. Fels, V. 25
Government - Harrisburg, V. 21
Government - Philadelphia, V. 21
Government - Washington, V. 21
"Gross Clinic" Negotiations, Alumni, V. 32
"Gross Clinic," V. 17
Hartford Foundation, Inc. (John A. Hartford), V. 25
Heilbron and Rose Foundation (Mr. and Mrs. Seymour M. Heilbron and Billy Rose), V. 25
Honorary Degrees, V. 16
Hospital of 1978, NE Cor., Eleventh Sts., V. 22
Hospital Survey Committee, V. 24
Hospital, Thomas Jefferson University, Clinical Teaching Facility, V. 32
Hospital, Thomas Jefferson University, V. 28, 30
Inauguration Exercises, V. 23
Inauguration as President, V. 4
Income to You for Life, V. 13
Institute for the Mentally Ill Offender, V. 18
Jefferson Alumni Hall, D. Hayes Solis Cohen Auditorium, Dedication, V. 16
Jefferson [Alumni] Hall, Dedication of, V. 16
Jefferson Medical College, Alumni, V. 17
Jefferson Medical College, Appointment as Director of Clinical Laboratories, V. 2
Jefferson Medical College, Appointment as Prof. of Pathology and Head of the Department, V. 2
Jefferson Medical College, Appointment at, V. 2
Jefferson Medical College, Executive Faculty Chairman, V. 2
Jefferson Medical College, Portrait Presentation, V. 2
Jefferson Medical College, Portrait Presentations, V. 15
Jefferson Medical College, V. 28, 30, 32
Jefferson-Academy Hospital, V. 18
Johnson Foundation (Robert Wood Johnson) V. 26
Junto Bldg., 24
Kraemer Memorial Foundation, V. 2
Lankenau Hospital, V. 19
Lea & Febiger, Publishing contract with, V. 2
Lectures, V. 30, 33
Letters of Appreciation, V. 4
Letters of Sympathy, V. 4
Letters, V. 28, 30, 32
Levitt, Judge Albert, V. 9
Lives of Composers, V. 6
Magee Memorial Hospital, Affiliation, V. 20
Markle Foundation, (John and Mary Markle), V. 26
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Master Planning Committee, V. 23
Medical Technology, Alumnae, V. 16
Mellon Charitable Trusts (Richard King Mellon), V. 26
Mellon Foundation, (Andrew W. Mellon), V. 26
Merger, Children's Heart Hospital, V. 17
Merves Distinguished Lectureship on the Humanities, V. 15
Methodist Hospital, Appointment as Director of Pathology, V. 2
Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, Commission on Higher Education,

V. 10
Miscellaneous, Thomas Jefferson University, V. 9
Miscellaneous, V. 2, 4
Musical Fund Hall, V. 20
New Hospital, NE Cor., Eleventh and Walnut Sts., V.22
Nurseries (New), Dedication, V. 16
Nurses Alumnae Association, V. 16
Opening Exercises, V. 15, 29, 33
Opening of Cardiac Care Unit, V. 16
Opening of Emergency Suite, Thompson Annex, V. 16
Orlowitz Residence Hall, Ground Breaking, V. 16
Pennsylvania Hospital, Affiliation with, V. 20
Pennsylvania State University, Accelerated Program with JMC, V. 14
Pennsylvania State University, Affiliation with, V. 7, 14
Personal, V. 28, 30, 32
Pew Memorial Trust, V. 26
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science, Affiliation with, V. 20
Philadelphia Electric Company Buildings, V. 24
Philosophies and Quotations, V. 2
Planning, V. 29, 31, 33
Political, V. 29, 31
Political, Veterans Administration Hospital, V. 33
Politics and government - Harrisburg, V. 21
Politics and government - Philadelphia, V. 21
Politics and government - Washington, V. 21
Politics and government - Harrisburg, V. 21
Portrait Presentations, V. 2, 15
Portraits, V. 30, 33
President's Citation, V. 16, 30, 33
President's Club of Thomas Jefferson University, V. 13, 29, 30, 33
President's House, V. 30, 33
Publications, V. 1
Quotations and Philosophies, V. 2
Rehfuss Lecture of Internal Medicine, V. 15
Report of the Committee for Master Planning (Dec. 1972), V. 23
Residence Development Program, Report, V. 23
Residence Development Program, Tenth St. East, V. 23
S.S. White Building., V. 24



MS 21 -  Peter A. Herbut  - page 7

Scott Building, Dedication of, V. 16
Scott, Senator Hugh, V. 21
Senior Officer Planning Committee, V. 22
Sesquicentennial Campaign, V.  24, 31, 33
Smith Kline & French Foundation, V. 26
Students, V. 14
Talks, Not Published, V. 5
Talks, Other, V. 29, 33
Talks, Short, V. 6
Thomas Jefferson Society of the United States of America, V. 9
Thomas Jefferson University, V.  28, 30, 32
Thomas Jefferson University - Administration, V. 12
Thomas Jefferson University - Affiliations, V. 19
Thomas Jefferson University - Miscellaneous, V. 9
Thomas Jefferson University - President's Club, V. 13
Thomas Jefferson University - Sesquicentennial Campaign, V. 24, 31, 33
Thomas Jefferson University Board of Trustees, V. 11
Thomas Jefferson University Founders Association, V. 13
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, Clinical Teaching Facility, V. 32
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, V. 28, 30
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, Women's Board, V. 11, 30
Thomas Jefferson University, A Brief Story of, V. 10
Thomas Jefferson University, Appointment as President of, V. 3
Thomas Jefferson University, Creation of, V. 7, 8
Thompson Annex, Emergency Suite, Opening, V. 16
Time Off, V. 2
Trust, Pew Memorial, V. 26
Trusts, Richard King Mellon, V. 26
University of Delaware, V. 19
University Status, Thomas Jefferson University, V. 7, V. 8
Veterans Administration Hospital, V. 21
Veterinary Medicine, V. 28
White Building, V. 24
Widows' and Single Women's Society of Philadelphia, V. 21
Wills Eye Hospital, Affiliation, V. 18
Wilmington Medical Center, V. 19
Women's Board, Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, V.11, 30

II. Textbooks, 1952-1959
10 Signed copies of Dr. Herbut's textbooks:

Urological Pathology (2 v., 1952)
Gynecological and Obstetrical Pathology (1953)
Pathology (2nd ed., 1959).

III. Addresses
11.1 n.d.
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11.2 1976-1978
11.3 1975 June-December
11.4 1975 January-May
11.5 1974 June-December
11.6 1974 January-May
11.7 1973 July-December
11.8 1973 January-June
11.9 1972 June-December
11.10 1972 January-May
11.11 1971 June-December
11.12 1971 January-May
11.13 1970 July-December
11.14 1970 January-June
11.15 1969 November-December
11.16 1969 June-October
11.17 1969 January-May
11.18 1968 November-December
11.19 1968 June-October
11.20 1968 January-May
11.21 1967
11.22 1960, 1965, 1966

IV.  Events & Ephemera
12.1 Jefferson Medical College - Lapel pins for the President's Club and the Founder's

Association.
12.2 Jefferson Medical College - President's Office, Inauguration, 1967.
12.3 Jefferson Medical College - President's Office, Papers, 1969-1974.
12.4 Jefferson Medical College - Portrait presentation, Biographical sketch by Andrew

Ramsay, 1961.
12.5 Legislation - U.S. Senate Resolution 199 - Recognition that Thomas Jefferson University

is the first university in the U.S. to bear the full name of the third President of the United
States. 19712.

12.6 Legislation - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, House Bill 1495 - State appropriation to
Jefferson Medical College for 1970.

12.7 Medical discoveries, 1968-1971.
12.8 Royal Victoria Hospital - Patient case history - 1936.

V. Necrology
12.9 Death Notices, 1976

Memoir by Herbert A. Luscombe, 1976.
12.10 Peter A. Herbut Memorial Fund - Bound volume containing contributors names - 1979

VI. Certificates
12.11 1974 - Washington & Jefferson College - Honorary Doctor of Science
12.12 1970 - St. Joseph's College - Clarence E. Shaffrey Medal
12.13 1968 - Franklin Institute - Honorary Membership
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12.14 1942 - American Board of Pathology - Qualification for Practice.

VII. Pathology Slides and Lecture Notes
13 Boxed slide sets and index cards of lecture notes.

Collection reprocessed and described:
Dan Flanagan

May 1996


